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This Report summarizes for the University community developments related to Boston College’s 

intercollegiate athletics program and the Athletics Advisory Board’s (AAB) 
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community service with over 15 local and national organizations.  While the student-athletes did 

not participate in many in-person volunteer engagements, they took advantage of other 

opportunities.  These opportunities included zooming with their “Team Impact” player, virtual 

read-alouds, virtual fitness instruction, decorating cards for local nursing homes, 
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Green Bay Packers and tight end Jake Burt ’20 chosen by the Hamilton Tiger-Cats of the 

Canadian Football League as the first overall pick.  Nine 
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Championship and defeated No. 2 seed Northeastern in an overtime thriller to punch the 

program’s first ticket to the NCAA Tournament since 1999. 

 

Women’s basketball finished 7-12 overall and 2-11 in the ACC during a season interrupted at 

times by cancellations due to the pandemic.  The team advanced to the second round of the 

ACC tournament by beating the University of Pittsburg.  Junior forward Taylor Soule was named 

All-ACC first team, junior guard Marnelle Garraud was selected to the ACC’s All-Defensive team, 

and junior guard Cam Swartz was tapped for the ACC’s All-Tournament team after a break-out 

33-point performance in the ACC tournament win over Pittsburg.  

 

The fencing team had a strong year, as eleven team members competed at the NCAA 

Championships, representing the most in program history.  At the ACC Championships, Rachel 

Liu won silver (second) and Gillian Lawlor won bronze (third) in women’s sabre.  On the men’s 

side, Will Smith took silver in the men’s epee.  Head coach Brendan Doris-Pierce was named the 

ACC Men’s Fencing Coach of the Year.   

 

In women’s track and field, Senior Lauren White and junior Anna Oeser placed fifth and eighth, 

respectively, at the ACC Indoor Championship in the 5,000m.  White also was seventh in the 

3,000m. During the outdoor season, sophomore Isabella Bruno registered the second-best mark 

in BC history in the triple jump, leaping 38’7.75” during a meet at UMass Amherst.  Five Eagles 

qualified for the spring NCAA Championship East Preliminary round:  White and Oeser (5,000m), 

freshman Sarah Flynn (3,000m steeplechase), senior Sorcha McAllister (10,000m), and freshman 

Marne Sullivan (800m).  For the men’s track and field team, Senior Marcus Manson set a school 

record in the 400m hurdles while finishing sixth at the ACC Outdoor Championship.  Manson 

also advanced to the NCAA Championship East Preliminary round.  Graduate student Avery 

McKenzie had the third-best triple jump in program history, finishing sixth at the ACC Outdoor 

Championship.   

 

Skiiing sent both the men’s and women’s teams to the NCAA Championship.  The men’s team 
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Eagle of the Year award, which recognizes the most outstanding female athlete.  Midfielder 

Belle Smith was named the ACC Freshman of the Year.  North (first team) and Smith (first team 

and All-Freshman team) were joined as All-ACC team picks by sophomore midfielder Hollie 

Schleicher (first team), graduate student attacker Cara Urbank (second team), junior attacker 

Jenn Medjid (second team), defender Hunter Roman (All-Freshman), midfielder Sydney Scales 

(All-Freshman). 

 

The baseball team went 21-28 overall and 10-28 in the ACC, following a 9-1 start to the season.  

Junior outfielder/infielder Sal Frelick was recognized as the ACC Defensive Player of the Year.  

He also garnered All-American honors and was an American Baseball Coaches Association 

(ABAC) Gold Glove recipient.  Frelick and Junior infielder Cody Morissette were named to the 

watch list for the Golden Spikes Award – presented annually to the top amateur baseball player 

in the country. 

 

Softball went 13-32 overall and 8-24 in the ACC.  Junior pitcher Susannah Anderson threw a no-

hitter, the second of her career, and was named to the NFCA All-Region team.  Junior catcher 

Gianna Boccagno led the ACC during the regular season with 16 runners caught stealing.  Junior 

outfielder E
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On October 26, 2020, the AAB met with Director of Athletics, Pat Kraft, who joined BC in June 

2020 following the departure of Martin Jarmond for an AD position at UCLA.  Pat provided an 

overview of his vision for athletics at Boston College.  He began by thanking the group for 

inviting him to the meeting and mentioned he would be happy to visit as often as the group 

would like.  He comes to Boston College from Temple University, where he served as director of 

athletics and deputy director of athletics over the past seven years.   

 

Using a slide presentation, Pat shared with the group an outline of principles he sees as forming 

the foundation for BC athletics.  These include basing success on developing and caring for the 

whole person; educating student-athletes to always give more of themselves both in their sport 

and in their community; taking action to address social injustice; creating an environment where 

student-athletes, coaches and staff can be honest and supportive with each other; and living out 

BC’s motto of men and women for others.   

 

As an example of these principles in action, Pat highlighted the efforts of Eagles for Equality, a 

student-athlete led initiative developed by the recently formed Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion 

Committee.  The initiative seeks ways to engage student-athletes in programming and activities 

concerning social justice.  As part of efforts by the Atlantic Coast Conference to promote equity, 

justice, diversity and inclusion during ACC Unity Week (October 24-31), BC Athletics and the 

Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion Committee sponsored several events to educate and raise 

awareness. 

 

Pat concluded his overview by highlighting his expectations for athletics staff and emphasizing 

fundamentals all must share.  These include keeping student-athlete well-being as the first and 

most important priority, maintaining a focus on academic achievement, and treating all persons 

with respect and dignity.  He noted that winning and competing for championships are of course 

important goals but only a component of this broader set of fundamentals.   

 

In response to a question about how Athletics has managed the return to practice and 

competition amidst the Covid-19 pandemic, Pat noted the need to remain nimble in adjusting to 

evolving circumstances.   Although the department set up plans in early summer to have most 

student-athletes return to campus over the next couple of months, the resources required for 

managing the return of football players led to a pause in bringing back the Olympic-sport 
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A member asked about changes Athletics has made to support student-athlete mental health 

and well-being, especially during the pandemic.  Pat mentioned that mental health support 

within athletics is woefully understaffed.  He noted that at Temple, the department had two full-

time mental health specialists.  He has moved to increase support in this area by adding two 

psychology residents who provide 45 hours per week and by instituting an anonymous referral 

phone line.  To better support overall student-athlete health, Pat mentioned plans to increase 

the size of the sports medicine staff.   

 

Also, the recently launched “safe space” initiative will provide confidential contacts within 
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Pat noted that earlier in his career he was a faculty member at Indiana University and Loyola 

University Chicago.  He hopes to use the perspective he gained from being in the classroom to 

build relationships across campus with BC faculty and academic administrators.  One member 

mentioned the importance of encouraging student-athletes to reach out to faculty for advice 

and counsel as one way of strengthening these cross-campus relationships.   

 

The Athletics Advisory Board (AAB) met on November 16, 2020 to discuss the return to athletics 

competition amidst the Covid-19 pandemic.  Dr. Doug Comeau, Director of University Health 

Services and Primary Care Sports Medicine, and Matt Conway, Associate Athletics Director for 

Facilities and Operations, attended the meeting and provided details on protocols and practices. 

 

Doug discussed details of testing protocols for student-athletes.  All tests are PCR methodology, 
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Matt serves on the ACC Covid-19 Football and Basketball planning committees, as well as a 
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has benefited from less density in Chestnut Hill, compared to schools located in more urban 

areas of Boston, meaning less chance of community transmission in locations just off of the 

college campus.   

 

In response to a question about whether student-athletes would be heading home for 

Thanksgiving, Matt indicated that student-athletes who are not in season were given the same 

options as non-athlete students.  If they leave and travel out of state, they are not permitted to 

come back to campus until January.  As it turns out, first-year and sophomore student-athletes 

generally have opted to leave, while junior and senior student-athletes for the most part will 

stay to work out over the Thanksgiving break.   
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The number of class sections also declines rapidly as the absolute number of student-athletes in 

a class rises.5  For class sections with 10 p
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with 3.5 percent of non-athletes.  A sizeable disparity was also seen in Management and 

Leadership, where 5 percent of student-athletes were majors compared with 1.5 percent of 

non-athletes, and in Finance, where 17 percent of student-athletes were majors compared with 

13 percent of non-athletes.  For those majors chosen by 5 percent or more of student-athletes, 

Communication was the most popular (20%), followed by Finance (17%), Economics (10%), 

Marketing (8%), Biology (6.5%), Management and Leadership (5%), Applied Psychology and 

Human Development (5%), and Political Science (5%).  Most majors show no discernable trend 

in enrollment by student-athletes over recent years, exceptions being a surge of almost 4 

percentage points from two years ago in Finance and a decline over the past four years of 3 
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Courage to Know classes, Freshman Topic Seminars, and 48Hours retreats.  All of these courses 

and programs provide opportunities for reflection on topics related to personal growth and 

development.  

 

Data on enrollment in core renewal classes since their launch in 2015 show student-athletes 

have accounted for just over 3 percent of students in these classes (which are open only to first-

year students), below their overall share during this period of 8.4 percent of first-year 

undergraduates.  The structure of core renewal classes, which include labs and evening 

reflection sessions in addition to regular class meetings, may make it difficult for student-

athletes to fit these courses into busy practice schedules.  Seven sports have never had a 

student-athlete take a core renewal class and most other sports have just one or two taking a 

class in any given semester.  The main exception is Rowing, which accounts for 29 out of 109 

student-athlete enrollments in these classes.  One reason for this may be that incoming student-

athletes in Rowing are relatively strong academically and so may be seeking out challenging 

courses.  The early morning practice schedule in Rowing on Tuesdays and Thursdays also may 

help make it easier to schedule core renewal labs and reflection sessions. 

 

The group reviewed data for the past six years on enrollment in Courage to Know classes and 

Freshman Topic Seminars.  Faculty members teaching these classes serve as advisers to their 

students.   

 

Student-athletes accounted for 21 percent of students enrolled in Courage to Know classes over 

the period fall 2015 to fall 2020, well above their overall share of 8.4 percent among first-year 

undergraduates.  This represented about half of all first-year student-athletes, much higher than 

the roughly one-sixth of first-year non-athletes taking the course.  The reason for the sizeable 

enrollment of student-athletes may be because the course is offered in numerous sections 

across class time blocks, making it easier for student-athletes to schedule.  In addition, 
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athletes are steered away from these programs given busy practice schedules and the 

challenges of adjusting to college life.  Bob agreed to follow up with SAAS about its efforts to 

promote formation courses and programs.   

 

Some members noted that student-athletes who have considered topic seminars might see 

them as a burdensome “sixth” course that doesn’t count for any 
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Acacia Walker mentioned she has been impressed with how her team has managed to get 

through this difficult year.  Because of COVID-19 protocols, team members have not been able 

to spend much time together other than during practices or competitions.  This has meant 

having to deal with issues and problems independently rather than relying on the support of 

teammates.  Simple things like going out to lunch or social gatherings in dorm rooms have been 
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One member raised the concern that some student-athletes who leave to go pro have not had 

the opportunity to complete their degree.  One coach pointed out that the Woods College has 

been able to help in some cases.  And this may be easier in the future if more online classes are 

offered, particularly via the Woods College, whereby student-athletes who have gone pro might 

be able to finish their remaining coursework remotely.  This could be especially helpful in soccer 

where the major league drafts for men and women occur in early to mid-January.   

 

With many classes being offered in remote formats as a result of the pandemic, one member 

wondered if the asynchronous format (class sessions that are recorded and then accessed by 

students at any time) was more difficult for student-athletes to keep up with.  Since an 

asynchronous class does not meet at a regular time, the concern is that students might put off 

watching the classes and intend to “catch up” later.  The coaches all felt there had not been any 

greater difficulty for this format than others.  One coach mentioned that counselors in the 

Student-Athlete Academic Services office had been quite helpful in keeping students on track 

with on-line learning.  An AAB member noted that the experience gained during the pandemic 

with remote learning might have a silver lining by allowing students to not miss class when 

traveling if their courses are taught remotely as either live streams or recorded.  One coach 

thought this would reduce the stress associated with travel for student-athletes.  Another coach 

agreed that remote learning certainly was more flexible but felt it was not necessarily better, as 

students would lose the physical connection with faculty.   

 

One coach asked about the experience of AAB members teaching remotely.  A member said that 

the hybrid format (where part of the class is in person and part is remote) is toughest to 

manage.  This member found teaching with the synchronous format (live at a scheduled time) 

works well for a smaller-size class where all participants can fit on to a Zoom screen.  Another 

member noted it is harder to engage students in larger classes, but much easier in small groups. 

 

The discussion next turned to the issue of social justice.  A member asked how the coaches were 

supporting initiatives associated with promoting diversity and inclusion.  One coach mentioned 

involving the entire coaching staff to help student-athletes think differently and empathize with 

others.  The aim here is to develop student-athletes into leaders on this issue across campus.  

Another coach mentioned the diversity modules that all student-athletes and athletics staff 

participate in as a way of fostering greater understanding.  One AAB member wondered 

whether bystander intervention programs for racial issues could play a role.  These programs 

train individuals to intervene when a situation is developing that involves racism.  The group 

agreed this might be something to pursue once people are back in person. 

 

The group next discussed a proposed change to the ACC intraconference transfer rule.  This 

change would have the ACC default to the NCAA rule whereby student-athletes in all sports 

except baseball, men’s and women’s basketball, men’s ice hockey, and football are allowed a 

one-time exception to compete immediately upon transferring as an undergraduate.  Student-

athletes in the five non-exception sports can apply for a waiver but generally must sit out from 

competition for one year after transferring.  Currently the ACC rule requires transfers in all 

sports to sit out for one year, unless they receive a waiver.  A proposal to change the NCAA rule 

to allow an exception in all sports is currently pending and may go forward later this year.  

Coaches were in agreement that additional change is likely with regard to transfer rules.  

Allowing a one-time exception in those sports that currently do not have it could provide 
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opportunity for student-athletes who are don’t play much on their current team.  But coaches 

were concerned that this not evolve into free agency for student-athletes.   

 

The members thanked the 

%
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the NCAA has not yet approved final legislation on NIL, this software tool will help get Boston 

College ready.   

 

The general discussion that followed touched on several issues.  One member asked about the 

effects of the transfer portal that was implemented a couple of years ago following changes to 
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made an important difference for these student-athletes.  Looking to the fall, Jade mentioned 

that the hope is to have more fans at competitions, although much remains uncertain.   

 

The group thanked Jade for meeting with the Board and asked that she feel free to get in touch 

if there was anything the Board could assist with.   

 

Also at this meeting, the group was updated on the recent hiring of Earl Grant as Head Coach of 

Men’s Basketball.  Earl is coming to BC after seven years as head coach for the College of 

Charleston.  He also has served as an assistant coach for Clemson University.   

 

The group was also apprised that the appeal of NCAA vs. Alston will be heard before the U.S. 

Supreme Court on March 31, with the outcome of that case having some implications for how 

the NCAA proceeds on NIL legislation and new student-athlete transfer rules.   

 

On May 3, 2020, the AAB met with several student athletes, including Dennis Grosel (Football), 

Bibi Liu (Women's Golf), Declan McGranahan (Men's Sailing), Taylor Soule (Women's Basketball), 

and Jewel Strawberry (Volleyball). 

 
After introductions by the student-athletes and Board members, one member asked whether 

student-athletes living on Newton campus had difficulty getting to Conte to catch the team bus 
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Following up on the student-athlete who was removed from a class, one AAB member 

wondered if this student might have been better served during summer registration if their 

athletics schedule had been more carefully taken into account when choosing classes.  Some 

student-athletes felt that SAAS needs to be more closely involved in the first-year summer 

registration process, although one student-athlete noted that SAAS lacks sufficient staff and has 

to prioritize.  In addition, schedules for weight lifting come out later in the summer than overall 

practice schedules, so student-athletes registering early in the summer may not have complete 

information about their scheduling constraints. 

 

The discussion next turned to nutrition, and in particular, how the fueling station was working 

out.  With the COVID pandemic, regular dining facilities have been restricted and don’t offer as 

much variety as in the past.  Student-athletes on tight schedules often don’t have the extra time 

to wait in line at a dining hall.  The fueling station in Conte can help bridge the gap, but for some 

teams that have early practice, when they return late morning, they frequently find little food 

still available.  One suggestion is to provide a staff person who would look out for teams in this 

situation and restock the fueling station just prior to when the student-athletes return from 

practice.  Some teams do have their own fueling station and/or meals provided in their locker 

rooms, but this is not an option for all sports.   

 

For student-athletes living in dorms with kitchens, some felt that the requirement to have their 

meal funds on a dining card restricted their ability to purchase groceries for cooking.  Although 

the “local market” (community supported agriculture farm share) used to allow purchases with 

dining cards, that has now changed, and payment is through the GET Mobile app using funds not 

linked to dining cards.  Graduate student-athletes who live off campus are not required to have 

dining cards and instead receive stipends that they use to purchase groceries.   

 

As the meeting was drawing to a close, Bob asked how the student-athletes felt about the 

recently approved change to NCAA transfer rules that removed the requirement for student-

athletes who transfer in the sports of baseball, men’s and women’s basketball, football, and 

men’s ice hockey to sit out a year before competing.  The change brings transfer rules for these 

sports into alignment with those in all other sports, providing a one-time exception for 

transferring.  While recognizing concerns about team cohesion and roster management, 

particularly for sports with small teams, the views expressed were that this change will be 

beneficial overall for student-athlete well-being by providing additional flexibility to student-

athletes.   

 

The members thanked the student-athletes for meeting with the Board and encouraged them to 

reach out in the future if there were any issues or concerns the group could help with. 

 
 

3.  Committee Composition 
 
In June 2020, Elizabeth Wallace (English) began a three-year elected term.  In the most 

recent spring semester, Sheila Tucker (CSON) and Sara Moorman (Sociology) were reelected to 

second three-year terms.     
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Please feel free to seek out any AAB member with questions or concerns you may have.  One of 

the Board’s primary functions is to serve as a channel for communication between academics 

and athletics, and we are open to your input. 

 

The Athletics Advisory Board, 2020-21 
Sharon Beckman (Law)     Sara Moorman (Sociology)  

John J. Burns (Office of the Provost)   Michael Naughton (Physics) 

Jessica Greene (Institutional Research)   Delvon Parker (CSOM) 

Ryan Heffernan (Mission and Ministry) Sheila Tucker (CSON) 

Robert Murphy (Economics, AAB Chair Elizabeth Wallace (English) 

and Faculty 

%
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