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old was what he called "moralistic therapeutic deism." And basically, some other people 
have called it "God the Butler."  

He's there when I need him-- and he's always a he-- he's there when I need him, but if I 
don't need him, he's not here. I don't have to worry about him. He's not going to demand 
anything of me. You know, he just lets me get on with my life, otherwise. But if I need 
something, I can call on him and he probably should do something helpful. But he's not at 
all demanding. Well how could he be demanding? His job is to help me, not to be 
demanding of me.  

So this image of God, I suggest, is also a very childish image of God. And what's 
unfortunate for us is that we haven't done much work to replace it with anything more 
robust and appropriate for an adult. And so that's really the challenge of us and in the 
Church. But that's also largely more of a cultural reality, too, because-- 
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the one we call God. And very often, that Church, throughout history, has failed miserably 
in doing that work. And I think this is one of those moments.  

One of the things we have to pay attention to when we're talking about the Church and 
about faith is that the Church is not a membership organization like so many others. It isn't 
simply trying to get members, even to do good work. I mean, it's not simply a good works 
organization. It's not saying, "How can I get people to join the ranks, pay the bills, keep the 
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