
CONEVERY BOLTON VALENCIUS 
Department of History, Boston College 

Stokes Hall South, 140 Commonwealth Avenue, Chestnut Hill, MA 02467 
CON-a-very va-LEN-chus   ORCID ID: 0000-0002-5513-4407 

conevery.valencius@bc.edu    617.552-8803    
Twitter: @Conevery @USEnergyHist (currently on hiatus pending further developments) 

Facebook: Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes 

ACADEMIC POSITIONS 
• Boston College, Professor, Department of History   2016-  
 Steering Committee, Program in Environmental Studies 

• University of Massachusetts Boston  2011-16 
 Associate Professor (2014-16) and Assistant Professor (2011-14), Department of History   
 Affiliate (2012-16) and Adjunct (2017 - 2020) Faculty, School for the Environment  

• Harvard University, Department Affiliate (2006-), Visiting Lecturer (2005, 2010-11), 2006- 
Department of the History of Science  

• Washington University in St. Louis, Assistant Professor, Department of History,  1999-2004 
 Program in American Culture Studies, and Program in Environmental Studies 

MAJOR HONORS, FELLOWSHIPS, PRIZES  
• American Association for the Advancement of Science: AAAS Fellow 2022- 

• Radcliffe Institute for Advanced Study: Katherine Hampson Bellow Fellow 2016-7 

• History of Science Society: Margaret W. Rossiter Prize for the History of Women in Science 2012 

• National Endowment for the Humanities: Research Fellow 2007 

• Dibner Institute for the History of Science and Technology: Senior Fellow 2004-5 

• American Society for Environmental History, George Perkins Marsh Prize 2003 

• Society of American Historians, Allan Nevins Prize 1999 

EDUCATION AND BACKGROUND 
• Ph.D., Department of the History of Science, Harvard University 
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• “Center for Collective Impact in Earthquake Science (C-CIES): Building Inclus
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Gibbs, ed., Transdisciplinary Higher Education: A Theoretical Basis Revealed in Practice (Springer: 2017): 227-254. 

• Conevery Bolton Valencius, David I. Spanagel, Emily Pawley, Paul Lucier, and Sara Sidstone Gronim, 
“Science in Early America: Print Culture and the Sciences of Territoriality,” Journal of the Early Republic, 36, no 
1. (Spring 2016): 73-
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• Becky Little, “Why It Took Two Earthquakes for San Francisco to Finally Build Smarter,” History.com, 
updated 19 Oct 2018. https://www.history.com/news/why-it-took-two-earthquakes-for-san-francisco-to-finally-
build-smarter 

• “Barnes and…A Conversation with Dr. Conevery Bolton Valencius,” 25-minute interview on AETN, 
Arkansas public television, September 2015.  http://www.aetn.org/programs/barnesand/valencius 

• Reddit “Ask Me Anything,” August 2015: 
https://www.reddit.com/r/AskHistorians/comments/3gl2pp/ama_lost_history_of_the_new_madrid_earthquakes/ 

• Interview with “The Bat of Minerva,” Minneapolis/St. Paul long-running if eccentrically named cable TV 
program affiliated with the University of Minnesota’s Institute for Advanced Studies, April 2015.  Video: 
http://ias.umn.edu/2015/04/10/valencius/ 

• Tent Talk at the “Campus on the Common” celebrating UMass Boston’s 50th anniversary (Sept 2014)  
15-minute talk available on Youtube:  http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WOxW6-LolUA  

• Interview with Science, Technology, and Society channel of the New Books Network (Dec 2013).  
http://newbooksinscitechsoc.com/?s=valencius 

• Talks on the New Madrid earthquakes at Weston Observatory of Boston College (Sept 2014) and 
Nantucket Field Station (August 2014), and Clinton School for Public Service, Little Rock, Arkansas 
(Sept 2013).   Sample clips: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHbig9kWC1M     
Video: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=A5rmRnvotAI 

• “The Great Shakes: Bodily Experience and the New Madrid Earthquakes,” University of Arkansas for 
Medical Sciences History of Medicine & Allied Health Sciences (Sept 2014). 

• “Earthquake Science in the Early Republic: The New Madrid Earthquakes,” EARTHtalk! series, 
Department of Earth Science, University of Arkansas at Little Rock (March 2014). 

• Interview on KRCU-FM, Missouri Bootheel, October 2013. 

DISASTER PREPARATION  
• “Lost Histories of the New Madrid Earthquakes,” Arkansas Governor’s Earthquake Advisory Council, Little 

Rock, Arkansas, Jan 2023.  

• Presentations on the New Madrid earthquakes of 1811-12 to the Access and Functional Needs Committee 
(the disaster-planning group of the Missouri Developmental Disabilities Council), Jan 2022, and the Missouri 
State Emergency Management Agency’s Virtual Education Series for National Preparedness Month, Sept 
2022. 

• Invited plenary on “Historical Lessons from the New Madrid Earthquakes” at the New Madrid Bicentennial 
Conference/Earthquake Engineering Research Institute conference, April 2012.   

• New Madrid Bicentennial Town Hall presentation on “The Lost History of the New Madrid Earthquakes,” 
sponsored by the Arkansas Geological Survey, Jonesboro, Arkansas, Jan 2012. 

• Presentation on lessons of the 1811-12 New Madrid quakes, Arkansas Governor’s Earthquake Advisory 
Council, Jonesboro, Arkansas, Jan 2012.  Guest at Advisory Council, Little Rock, Arkansas, July 2015.   

COVID IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
• “Lunch with Limerick – Getting Sick and Getting Well: How Americans Have Understood Disease and 

Health” conversation with Patty Limerick, Center of the American West, 1 Oct 2020 
https://www.centerwest.org/archives/23013  
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CIVIL WAR IN HISTORICAL CONTEXT 
• U.S. Grant History Chat #6, conversation with Park Ranger Nick Sacco, 11 June 2020, Ulysses S. Grant 

National Historic Site: https://www.nps.gov/ulsg/learn/photosmultimedia/u-s-grant-history-chats.htm 

STUDENTS’ COMMENTARY 
• “Powering America” Boston College Core class students posed questions to historian Christopher Jones 

on this book podcast sponsored by the Consortium on the History of Science, Technology, and 
Medicine, April 2019: https://www.chstm.org/routesofpower 
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HARD TO CATEGORIZE, BUT INTERESTING NONETHELESS 
• Appeared as a real-life character in The Telephone Gambit: Chasing Alexander Graham Bell’s Secret, written by 

Dibner Institute colleague Seth Shulman (New York: W.W. Norton, 2008) 

• Named an official “Arkansas Traveler” by gubernatorial proclamation, 2002 
 

PROFESSIONAL PRESENTATIONS AND INVITED TALKS since 2013 

Center for Collective Impact in Earthquake 
Science (C-CIES): Building Inclusive 
Excellence, Diversity, Equity, and Community 
into Earthquake Science  

Aaron A. Velasco, Mariane Karplus, Jeffrey Weidner, 
Susan Bilek, Mike Brudzinski, John Ebel, Tiegan Hobbs, 
Steven Jaume, Alan Kafka, Kris Pankow, Zhigang Peng, 
Alexandros Savvadis, Elizabeth Vanacore, Divya 
Chandrasekhar, Conevery Bolton Valencius, Anne-
Marie Nunez, Eric Jones, and José M. Hurtado, 
American Geophysical Union, Dec 2022    

Injection Wells and Induced Seismicity in 
Historical Perspective  

Conevery Bolton Valencius, John E. Ebel, and 
Jonathan Krones, Schiller Institute for Integrated Science 
and Society, Boston College, SIGECS Symposium 
(Schiller Institute Grants for Exploratory Collaborative 
Scholarship), Oct 2022 

Comment on “Earthquakes and End Times: 
Global Disasters and Apocalyptical Predictions 
in the Early Modern English Atlantic,” by 
Jennifer Egloff 

Boston Environmental History Seminar at the 
Massachusetts Historical Society, December 2022 

The Lost History of the New Madrid 
Earthquakes 

ASBOG: Association of State Boards of Geology, Fall 
2021 meeting 
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• Guest presenter for the Women Innovators Network on negotiating job offers, Fall 2019 

PRESENTATIONS FOR K-12 TEACHERS & EDUCATION PROFESSIONALS 
• Outdoor, in-place workshop along the lower Neponset River about how to use place-based learning to help 

students learn about the built environment and environmental history, Primary Source, Boston, MA, July 
2021 

• Workshop with public high school teachers on preparing students for university classes, North Quincy High 
School, Quincy, MA, Feb 2018 

• Workshops on using pieces from the Museum of Fine Arts to teach environmental history, Primary Source, 
Boston, MA, summer 2019 (additional 2020 session planned but COVIDed) 

• Session for high school and middle school teachers on teaching the history of science through earthquakes, 
The Education Cooperative, Dover, MA, July 2015 

• Plenary on teaching environmental history and session on the New Madrid earthquakes in the American 
Studies Summer Institute, a continuing-education program for high school teachers and history and 
American Studies graduate students, UMass Boston Department of American Studies and the John F. 
Kennedy Library, July 2015 

• Workshop for high school teachers on teaching the Civil War in Massachusetts through archival materials, 
Commonwealth Museum teacher education series, Oct 2013   

• Workshop on finding the history of science in archives, Butler Center for Arkansas Studies, Sept 2013 

PRESENTATIONS FOR KIDS & LIFELONG LEARNERS 
• COVID-Zoom workshop on science and history for Westford High School physics class, Spring 2020 

• Workshop on U.S. Reconstruction to students in the Women’s Learning Center, St. Mary’s Center, 
Dorchester, Massachusetts, March 2016 

• Classroom presentations on writing history to classes at Wollaston Elementary School, 2012-2016 

• Guest speaker on “Earthquakes and History,” Jonesboro Middle School students, Jonesboro, Arkansas, Jan 
2012. Followed an engineer with photos of huge earth-moving equipment, huge destruction, and men with 
guns in disaster zones, but still kept the attention of 400 middle-schoolers!   

PUBLIC HISTORY 
• Lincoln Dinner speaker, Union Club of Boston, Feb 2019 

• 
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o 2022-3
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environmental history, cross-listed with Environmental Studies (Spring 2023, 2018; Fall 2021, 2020, 
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• Women’s Environmental History Network: inaugural co-facilitator for the @envhistwomen Twitter feed, 
2019 –  ???? (current status under discussion depending on the direction of Twitter) 

• Participant and host, weekly writing studio sessions for faculty and graduate students organized by 
Christopher Jones, Arizona State University Department of History  

• 
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 *** older materials *** 

SERVICE WORK before 2017 
UNIVERSITY OF MASSACHUSETTS BOSTON 
• Member, Nantucket Field Station Committee, School for the Environment, 2013 – 2016. 
• Member, IGERT Program Steering Committee, 2014 – 2016. 
• Co-founder and co-
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Theta history outings, and Women in Science and Engineering student group, 1999-2004; Guest lecturer, 
“Land Dynamics and the Environment” and “Lewis and Clark” courses 1999-2001. 

• Harvard University: Resident Tutor, Dudley Undergraduate Co-operative House, 1993-95. Founding co-


